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Special Notes for Residential Camps and Overnight Visits

1. When hosting a camp with returning participants, consider having an orientation session for students who are attending camp for the first time. Providing information about the schedule and opportunities can help new participants feel more confident about the camp. No one likes to feel left out and like everyone else knows what to do, but not them!

2. Be sure to clearly mark the places where people should report when arriving at camp. Besides signs on doors, one camp director recommended using sidewalk chalk to mark the path between buildings used during camp arrival.
3. This might be the first time some students have been away from home in a camp situation. Be sure to have activities for students to do upon arrival so they do not feel bored or left out, especially if they do not know anyone else who is attending the program. Ice-breaker games that are easy to jump into are great. While free time sounds fun, it is not always fun for students who are questioning whether they should have come or not.

4. Some students need time alone. Even though it may be tempting to think that a girl sitting on a chair all alone reading a book is sad or is not enjoying herself, she may simply need time alone to recharge. When creating schedules for programs that last several days, consider ways to offer time in the afternoon when students can select from several options of things to do, including spending time relaxing alone. Do provide guidelines so that students are not truly off alone where no one can be sure they are safe. Someone sitting 50 feet away reading a book is very different from someone who decided to take a walk alone.

5. Provide very, very clear definitions of boundaries and be sure they are able to be understood by the students. Provide a map with the boundaries highlighted. Maps can be printed from the Ohio State website at http://www.osu.edu/map/graphicmap.php and marked as needed prior to photocopying for your camp. Saying “don’t go past Mirror Lake” does not mean much to someone who has no idea where Mirror Lake is. When selecting boundaries, be mindful of construction and high-traffic areas.

6. High Street has a nice selection of places to dine, and many camps allow students to have the freedom of eating wherever they would like on High Street. There are several important things to consider when using the option of having students dine on High Street:

a. If students are using Buck-IDs to pay for meals on High Street, be sure that students are aware of the amount of money loaded to their Buck-ID and of ways they can check the balance to be sure they are managing their money so they will not run out before the camp ends. Most merchants can give a balance either on the receipt or by request. Buck-ID balances can also be checked in the machines used to load money on the cards. Locations: https://buckid.osu.edu/manage_deposit.asp.

b. Consider providing a list of the restaurants on High Street (or your other designated areas where students may dine) that take Buck-ID. Since the list of merchants changes frequently, consider having someone create a fresh list before your event. Buck-ID merchants can be located at: https://buckid.osu.edu/list.asp.

c. Some students may not have previously had encounters with people who are homeless. Students may also have varying opinions on whether they are inclined to ignore or help the people they see. Since people without homes are often encountered on High Street, one might want to address the issue with the students, even though it is a sensitive and controversial issue. Perhaps highlighting the purpose of the camp and saying that for safety reasons, during camp, students should avoid encounters with strangers on High Street. If they are interested in helping those who are homeless, they should be encouraged to seek opportunities to help in soup kitchens, food pantries, etc. when they get home. Again, this is for safety reasons for the students, who are in an unfamiliar area.

d. To provide some supervision to students while they are eating on High Street, considering assigning staff to circulate among several restaurants or limit students to specific restaurants where staff will be eating. Insist that students travel to and dine in restaurants in groups.
