2008 Columbus City Schools Baseball Day

Tuesday, May 13, 2008
the Ohio State University
Educational Pep Rally, OSU’s Schottenstein Center, 10 – 11 am
Pre-rally activities as students arrived at “The Schott:” Brutus Buckeye, OSU cheerleaders, and the OSU pep band revved up the crowd; videos of baseball players welcomed each school by name
10:00am     Captain Brad Marsh and Members of Ohio State’s Army ROTC


Emcee opened the program by introducing The Ohio State University Army ROTC members, led by Captain Brad Marsh, who welcomed the students by saying, 


“Let me be the first to say congratulations – you have worked hard, gone to school, taken those tests, and gotten the grades.  You deserve it!  Give yourselves a round of applause!”…”Here today, we’re talking about science.  I am excited about science!  Are you?” to which the students roared with cheers and applause.  


Army ROTC participants demonstrated one way the Army ROTC uses science: one person was being raised high above floor level by a system of pulleys as the students chanted “reach higher!” Marsh shared that his cadets used physics to pull on the ropes against the force of gravity:



“It was because people throughout history were not held down – they did not let their imaginations get stifled.  They went out and they reached higher.  You, too, can do this.  It all depends on what you want to do.  Don’t let anybody tell you you can’t learn.”   

10:11am
Know How 2 Go Video

A video that was produced by Know How 2 Go was aired that used a high-tech media presentation to pose the challenge, 


“I present to you, Algebra II, Foreign Languages, and finally, Biology.  Who among you will step up to their challenge?”  
A girl in the video responded, “me,” beginning a chain reaction of students who accepted the challenge.


“Take on the tough classes now – you need them to prepare for college,” was the concluding message of the video.

10:12am
Alex Agee of Sodexho (Corporate Partner)

Alex Agee from Sodexho used Sodexho’s mascot, “Lift-off,” to address the students on the importance of nutrition as they strive to attain their academic goals.  

“If you eat your fruits and vegetables and drink plenty of water, you’re going to one day be able to dance like Lift-off,” Agee concluded.  
10:14am
Columbus City Schools Superintendent and CEO Dr. Gene Harris

“When you do the right thing, there are rewards,” Dr. Gene Harris said repeatedly to the sixth graders, recognizing the students’ efforts at school that resulted in their attendance at Baseball Day.  “This is your class of 2014, and I expect all of you to graduate.” 

Dr. Harris introduced the new Young Scholars, students who had just been notified by the Office of Minority Affairs at The Ohio State University that they were selected as OSU Young Scholars.  


The Young Scholars Program is a comprehensive pre-collegiate and collegiate program that strives to increase the number of low income and minority students pursuing college degrees. Each spring, teachers, principals, and guidance counselors nominate sixth-grade students from the nine largest urban school districts in Ohio.  Students are selected on the basis of academic performance, test scores, leadership, community involvement, family circumstances, and other factors.  In addition, a Young Scholar must be the first generation in his or her family to graduate from a four-year university or college with a bachelor's degree. The program annually inducts 120 students statewide as pre-Young Scholars.  All Young Scholars, along with their parents, must make a commitment to participate in all elements of the program.  The students must enroll in college preparatory courses in high school and maintain a minimum 3.0 GPA.  Those who successfully complete program requirements are guaranteed admission to Ohio State, as well as a financial aid package based on each student’s individual verified need. Harris reminded students that being a Young Scholar is one way they can “Reach Higher.”

Harris encouraged all students to work diligently during the last weeks of this school year and to read over the summer.  She closed by introducing Columbus City School alumna Danielle Orr, former high school student council president, captain of the softball, basketball, and volleyball teams, and 3.7 GPA student in the toughest classes, who worked with I Know I Can to get to The Ohio State University. 

10:18am
Danielle Orr, Columbus City Schools Graduate and Current Ohio State Student

OSU freshman Danielle Orr told the sixth graders about her choice to reach higher when she was a sixth-grade student.  Orr shared an inspirational story about Columbus City Schools teachers who helped her believe in her abilities and be ready to attend college at The Ohio State University.  Orr’s closing comments to the students spoke with pride and hope for the sixth grade students:  

“All of you are here today because someone believes in you like Mrs. Dosky and Mr. Gehring believed in me.  And I just want you to know, as a proud student of the Columbus City Schools, that I believe in you, too, so don’t let us down, and reach higher!”

10:19am
Messages from Ohio State Athletes

Two brief videos of current Ohio State athletes were shown to the students:  

Video #1: A football player demonstrated the importance of using angles to successfully kick field goals. The kicker pointed out that he is studying marketing so he can reach higher and achieve a career in business.  

Video #2: A women’s basketball player estimated the distance from the basket to determine the arch needed to make the basket.  She plans to use her masters in public health to use her degrees to reach higher and work in the medical field.

10:21am
Archie Griffin, President, Ohio State University Alumni Association, Columbus City Schools and Ohio State Alumnus

Two-time Heisman trophy winner Archie Griffin affirmed Dr. Gene Harris’s messages and reminded the students to reach higher.  


“When I look around this arena, I see many young people who are truly enthusiastic and willing and wanting to succeed.  I know that all of you will keep your eyes on the prize and continue to aim for the top to get to college – and that means graduating from high school first.”  

He shared “The Three D’s” of desire, dedication, and determination that his guidance counselor shared with him back in high school.  Griffin shared that his big desire was to go to college, but as a member of a large family, he knew he would have to work hard to find a way.  He worked diligently at sports and athletics to get a grant and aid scholarship to The Ohio State University. 


“I had to commit myself to being the best student I could possibly be,” said Griffin, “and being the best student I could possibly be, I got grades good enough that I could attend the college of my choice.” 
He worked hard not only in academics, but also in athletics, to achieve his goals.  Using his three D’s, Griffin managed to come to Ohio State, play football, and even graduated a quarter early.  Griffin added a fourth “D,” to stand for diversity, saying that the successful people will be people who see that 
“Differences only weaken us when they divide us.”  

10:24am
Ohio State Athletic Band
                  The Athletic Band played “Buckeye Battle Cry” as Griffin left the stage.

10:25am
Messages from Ohio State Athletes

Video #3: A women’s ice hockey player shared how she looks at the angle of the puck to block goals from going into the net.  After she receives her degree in physics from The Ohio State University, she plans to reach higher and work in medical research.  

Video #4: A wrestler showed how he uses momentum and leverage to take down his opponents.  He plans to use his degree in mathematics to reach higher with a career as an actuary.  

10:28am
Motivational Speaker and Magician, Jon Petz


“Is this the best of the best sixth graders in Central Ohio?!”

Jon Petz, motivational speaker and magician, shared four key elements that helped him achieve success as a business person and magician:  to study, plan, dream, and never be afraid to reach higher.  

“Some of these basic classes that you’re taking today from your sciences, technology, computer technology, engineering possibly, or math – these are the basic building blocks of your success and your creative processes no matter what you’re going to do in your life, even if that’s magic…Science is about uncovering problems, discovering solutions to unanswered questions, like looking up at a star and thinking ‘Why?  How is that possible, and why does that work…[Magic is] a mystery, a puzzle, that I need to solve...just like science.”  

Petz performed several magic tricks for the students, each time reminding them that he uses science, math, and engineering skills to perform the tricks.  

“No matter what it is that you want to do, you’re going to learn and understand now that some of these courses that you’re taking are the absolute building blocks of your success…I realized, when I was in sixth grade, people would say ‘you know what?  You know, no one in your family has gone to college, why are you going to go?’  Because I wanted to be the first.  Are you going to have someone suspend your own belief in your own abilities?  When you’re in sixth grade, you go to seventh and eighth and you get into high school – you’re going to understand how important what you’re doing right now is, because it opens the door to your freedom to go do whatever it is that you choose to do – from magic to being a doctor, a scientist, an engineer...but you have to remember the basic principles that got you to where you are right now: to study, to plan for your future, to believe in who you are and what you can do...and always REACH HIGHER.”

10:58am
Messages from Ohio State Athletes

Video #4: A pitcher from The Ohio State University baseball team shared the various ways he grips the baseball to execute a fast ball, curve ball, slider, and change-up.  He plans to use his degree in finance to reach higher and work in business.  

Video #5: A member of The Ohio State University softball team shared how she judges the velocity of the speed of the ball to catch it in the outfield.  She plans to use her degree in engineering to reach higher with a career in civil engineering.

10:59am
Ohio State Athletic Band
                  The Ohio State University Athletic Band played “Hang On Sloopy.”

11:00am
Conclusion of Educational Pep Rally

Dr. Gene Harris concluded the program, inviting the students to proceed to Bill Davis Baseball Stadium for lunch and an Ohio State baseball game.
