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The Ohio State University’s BLUEPRINT: COLLEGE 

Philosophy:
Exposure and academic preparation for college begins as early as elementary school. Fostering college aspirations at early ages leads to students making a decision for college as early as fourth grade. Parental involvement is critical to a student’s decision to plan for college.

Goal: 
To create a college preparatory program for elementary school parents from low-income, racially diverse and first generation communities to increase their children’s chances for academic and college success.

Objectives:

1). Exposure to college preparation







2). Expand parental involvement in education




3). Empower parents through knowledge



4). Foster educational dreams in children







5). Create a base of positive parental influence for children, 



                               schools and the community

Target Group:  Parents of academically at-risk students in 10 CPS elementary schools.
Timeframe:
Program recruitment for the second year of the program began in the fall of 2008. Program kick-off April 2009.



Format:           Kick-Off Dinner, Five Success Seminars, Campus Exploration Program and Graduation 

Ceremony. Success Seminars will occur after-school on weekday evenings from                       6pm-8pm for five consecutive weeks. Campus Exploration and Graduation Ceremony will be held on Saturdays.
Budget:           The University committed over $30,000 for the program in 2007-2008. This paid for
expenses related to the program including weekly dinners prior to the workshops, child  care, bus transportation, curriculum development, class leaders and background checks, materials, incentives and stipends for Parent Consultant support. Grant funding was received to pay for 2008-2009’s program and expansion. 
Curriculum:   Curriculum overview of the workshops is available upon request.

Evaluation:
Pretest/posttest or retrospective posttest procedure for parents focusing on 



college preparation knowledge, educational aspirations for their children,  



understanding of parental role in education and attitude toward 




             involvement in their child’s education and school.
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